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Do you have 

 Putnam Ave. Pride? 

 
 
Putnam Avenue Upper School logo t-shirts are now on sale. The order process 
is as follows: 
 

• Place your order via the order form found on the school website. 
• Payment is due at time of pick-up.  
 

Orders will always be available for pick up on the next school day. Pick up 
times are before school (7:45am-8:45am) and after school (3:15pm-4:15pm). 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Ms. Bell in the main office 
or send an email to putnamavenueupperschool@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:putnamavenueupperschool@gmail.com
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Grade 6 

By: 

Sixth Grade Team 

Once again, exciting things are happening throughout the 
6th grade! 
 
In math, 6th graders made lemonade to open their unit on 
ratios and proportions. While making the lemonade, 
students answered questions and engaged in activities 
(such as a taste-testing contest) to think more deeply about 
how ratios affect things in the real world (like the taste of 
foods and drinks). 
 
In science, during the month of December, sixth grade 
students will transition from learning about the world as 
astronomers to investigating what it means to be 
geologists. Collaborating with Kyle Brown of the 
Cambridge Creativity Commons, the sixth grade 
geologists will express the scientific content with 
expressive 3D models and photograph them. They will 
also make short films to be featured on the CPS TV 
channel for real Putnam Ave pride! 
 
In ELA, sixth graders are transitioning out of our study of 
fiction and into writing “This I Believe” essays!  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for sixth graders to demonstrate our 
core values of pride, balance, and perseverance, as they are 
being asked to write about their own beliefs and how 
they’ve developed those beliefs.  
 
In social studies, students have just finished our unit on the 
Five Themes of Geography and are beginning our study of 
early hominids.  To demonstrate their understanding of the 

Sixth Graders take Ownership of Their 

Learning 
 

Five Themes of Geography, students used Google Maps 
to create virtual brochures of Cambridge, and these will 
be posted on our website!  
 
In our advisories, we are continuing our work based on 
the Putnam Avenue core values.  November’s PASSION 
Town Hall was a huge success!  The sixth grade teachers 
produced a short documentary about our own passion for 
academic excellence and social justice.  Students 
celebrated each other through core value awards.  And of 
course, we cheered for our community through our sixth 
grade cheer, “Who are we?  The future of Putnam Ave!”  
December’s advisory theme is OWNERSHIP!  At 
Putnam Avenue, students demonstrate ownership 
through reflecting on their first trimester and developing 
plans for being successful during the second trimester! 
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Grade 7 

By: 

The Seventh Grade Team 

There are many great happenings in the 7th Grade! 
Students have been working hard on their academics, 
having fun, and continuing to live out the core values. 
Here is a very small snapshot of wonderful work that has 
been going on: 
 
 

 In Math, students participated in a code 
challenge, where they had to create codes to learn 
more about the computer science profession. Ask 
them to show you what was done at home! 

 In Science, students created rubber-band cars 
during a Robotics unit. 

 In Social Studies, students worked hard on their 
Roman Honor Speeches and have been doing a 
great job presenting them to their peers 

 In ELA, students completed their technology 
essays, in which they wrote a 5 paragraph essay 
on a technological advancement important to 
them.  

 The “Yes, we Can” can drive was a huge success. 
All homerooms did an excellent job of 
participating and Ms. Carhart’s brought in the 
most cans.  

 
The 7th grade portfolio was officially rolled out during a 
7th grade town hall meeting! The portfolio aligns with our 
core values and is a way to demonstrate high expectations 
and rigorous work. This is an opportunity to showcase our 
work and our creativity. Students have started working on 
the first piece of the portfolio--an example of a scholarly 
habit that students possess. Every month, there is an 

Seventh Grade Really Matters! 

additional component of the process that students will 
complete.  While they should start thinking about each 
component at home, they also will be given time to work 
on it during school.  
 
As December break is almost upon us, here are some 
resources that students can continue to access at home:  
 
 

 www.ixl.com/signin/cambridge (For math 
practice) 

 http://learn.code.org/users/sign_in   (students can 
actually take a course on coding) 

 www.achieve3000.com 
 
 
Encourage students to log on to any of these resources to 
see what they have been doing in their classes. Also, 
students have been getting used to Jeopardy competitions! 
Here are some trivia questions to think about: 

 
 What was the official US name for the 1991 Gulf 

War? 
 What is the capital of Germany? 
 How many kilograms are there in a metric ton? 
 What color M&Ms did not exist from 1976 to 

1987? 
 
Hope everyone has a relaxing and restful holiday break. 
Best wishes for a very Happy New Year and we look 
forward to seeing everyone in January!  
 
 
 

http://www.ixl.com/signin/cambridge
http://learn.code.org/users/sign_in
http://www.achieve3000.com/
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Grade 8 

By: 

The Eighth Grade Team  

8th graders have been working on Trimester 1 Portfolio 
and Goal Reflections. During this time they are reflecting 
on strengths and weaknesses of their work, ways to 
improve and how they have grown as a learner. We are 
asking that students continue this process and we are 
looking for family support with this. The next essay is the 
Faith for the Future, in which students need to identify 
their top 3 college choices, intended major and the 
qualities and skills they posses to yield success. 
 
On December 5th we visited Cambridge Rindge and Latin 
School for a tour. 8th graders met with upper classmen to 
ask questions and get information. This was a very 
exciting time! In January we will start the scheduling 
process for 9th grade. If you have not received your 
child’s Learning Community assignment please contact 
his/her advisor. 
 
We are starting to plan end of year activities for the 8th 
grade! We are anticipating an overnight trip to Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. The cost of the trip will be about $400 per 
student. This cost includes: 

● round trip transportation (coach bus) 
● all meals 
● 2 nights hotel stay 
● admission to Strasburg Railroad 
● admission and tour of Gettysburg Battlefield 
● admission to Hershey Park 

The Path to the Future 

In order to move forward with the trip, we will need 
commitments and deposits from at least 40 students. As a 
reminder, in order to be eligible for participation students 
must meet the following requirements: 

1. An eighth grader must meet the school's academic 
and behavioral expectations. 

2. Students are expected to successfully complete an 
8th grade portfolio. 

3. All Putnam Avenue Upper School students are 
expected to abide by the school rules as outlined 
in the Cambridge Public Schools Rights and 
Responsibilities Handbook and the Putnam 
Avenue Upper School Student Handbook.   

4. A student who is not showing effort in the 
classroom (i.e. missing work, repeated absences 
and tardies, etc.) or whose behavior is not deemed 
appropriate by school staff will not be awarded 
this privilege. 

 
Deposits and commitments will be due by February 7, 
2014. There will be an information session on Friday, 
January 10th during the Parent Coffee (8:00am). 
 
8th graders who are interested in taking an Algebra 1 
course this year can take a mid-year exam on January 8, 
2014. If they score 80% or higher they will be eligible to 
enroll in Algebra 1 here at Putnam Ave. The course will 
run three times a week from 8:00-8:45am. Students who 
are interested need to let Ms. Calioro know by Friday, 
December 20th. 
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Putnam Ave.  

School Council 
Putnam Ave.  

Family 

Association 

The Putnam Ave. Family Association 
will meet on the following dates this 
school year. 
 

 Wednesday, 1/8/14 
 Wednesday, 2/12/14 
 Wednesday, 3/12/14 
 Wednesday, 4/9/14 
 Wednesday, 5/14/14 
 Wednesday, 6/11/14 

 
Meetings are held from 6:00pm to 
7:30pm.  These meetings are for school 
staff and families to collaborate on 
school improvements and plan 
community events. All families are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  
 
If the date for any of these meetings is 
changed, an e-mail will go out to this list 
with the new date. 
 

The School Council of the Putnam Ave. 
Upper School will meet on the following 
dates this school year. 
 

 Thursday, 1/30/14 
 Thursday, 2/27/14  
 Thursday, 3/27/14 
 Thursday, 4/17/14  
 Thursday, 5/29/14 
 Thursday, 6/12/14 

 
Meetings are held from  6:00pm to 7:30pm.  
These meetings are for school staff and 
families to work together to plan for 
improvements for the school. All families are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
If the date for any of these meetings is 
changed, an e-mail will go out to this list with 
the new date. 

 

What’s Happening 
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Have you been to the main branch of the Cambridge Public Library 
recently? If so, you may have noticed that artwork from the first 
ever Putnam Avenue sixth grade class (now the seventh grade 
class) is being showcased there, and will be until the end of 
January! 
 
During the 2012-2013 school year, the sixth grade team partnered 
with Kyle Browne of Cambridge Creativity Commons to create a 
journal that would serve as a space for creative and artistic 
expression of what students were learning in their core classes. In 
ELA, students expressed ideas and themes through colors and 
images; in science, students created a woven representation of their 
learning; in math, students used shapes and colors to represent their 
study of patterns; and in social studies, students created personal 
timelines. Finally, Kyle helped students to bind their pages 
together, creating a journal that illustrates the legacy of their sixth 
grade year at Putnam Avenue Upper School! 
 
The exhibit opened on Wednesday, December 4th. Artist Dorothy 
Arnold-founder of Cambridge Creativity Commons-displayed her 
journals alongside of the students' journals, creating an impressive 
display of creative writing and art work. Seventh graders Tariq 
Lucona and Maya Parry spoke on behalf of their class, sharing how 
important and meaningful the journal project had been for them as 
they progressed through their sixth grade year.  
 
Please show support for our community by visiting the exhibit and 
spreading the word! 

Putnam Avenue Artists on 

Display 
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Ownership vs. Entitlement 

 
On December 12, 2013, Dr. Linda 
Nathan and a group of school leaders 
from across the nation visited Putnam 
Avenue to see our core values in 
action and to learn about the Putnam 
Avenue way! The group visited 
classrooms, and met with student 
government representatives to learn 
about our school. Representatives Liz 
Teffera, Tariq Lucona, Marta 
Cremonini and Tyler Marcus spoke 
poignantly about the role that the core 
values play in our school; Tariq 
highlighted the values of balance and 
ownership in his life as a football 
player and honor roll student, Liz 
discussed the passion she has for 
academic excellence, Marta spoke 
about the pride she demonstrates 
through working hard in her classes, 
and Tyler discussed the necessity of 
using perseverance to excel in 
developing his eighth grade core 
values portfolio. It is our belief that to 
be a great school, we must seek out 
feedback from our peers in the 
education world, and what better way 
than to open our school to a group of 
school leadership experts!  
 

Visitors in     

our midst! 

As we explore the core value of Ownership this month, our advisors have 
thought long and hard about how to help our students understand the concept as 
it relates to entitlement.  If we think of entitlement as the lack of ownership, it is 
important to remember how an adolescent brain works.  Here’s an example of 
how a typical adolescent thinks:  
 
If I want something, I want it a lot. 
If I want it a lot, I must have it. 
If I must have it, I SHOULD get it. 
If I don't get what I should (to which I believe I am entitled) it is unfair. 
 
As adults with more fully developed brains (we hope!), it is our job to help 
shape that thinking into one of ownership instead of entitlement:   
 
If I want something, is it a priority? 
If it is a priority, what do I need to do in order to get it? 
If I am unable to work hard or smart in order to get it, how will I deal with the 
disappointment?   
 
Our job is not necessarily to give the students the answers to these questions, 
but to get them to think critically about the questions.   
 
We’ve had an intense 4 months in advisory as we focused on community 
building, passion, pride, and ownership.  After the new year, we will use 
January to reflect on what we’ve accomplished thus far in advisories, while 
reviewing and re-teaching any of the themes that our students need additional 
support in mastering.   
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As the first trimester ended, the 6th grade  students completed their journey 
through the 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens.  Learning about Synergy, Habit 6, 
they grew to understand how to celebrate differences, how to be open minded, 
explore new and better ways to do things, and work with others on a team.  The 
students developed action plans that included 1. Defining the problem, 2. Seeking 
first to understand others’ ideas, 3. Seeking to be understood by sharing their 
ideas, 4. Brainstorming, and 5. Finding the best solution.  After an intense 
trimester of skill-building, the students finally had the chance to contemplate one 
of our core values of balance by learning the 7th Habit of Sharpening the Saw.  
Students took time to think about how they can renew and strengthen their 
bodies, brains, hearts, and souls.  Both staff and students were sad to see the 
trimester come to an end, as the course was honest, refreshing, fun, and 
educational for all involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Habits Come to a Close 

(but the journey has just begun) 
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