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 Focus on the future & 

upcoming events 

 A note from the 8th grade 

It’s almost that time! 

Graduation, June 19th at 3:00pm - Students should arrive at school no later than 
2:15pm. Doors will open to guests at 2:30pm. Due to the large class size and 
limited space in the auditorium, each student will be given 4 tickets for the 
graduation ceremony. All persons attending the ceremony will need a ticket. 
Seating in the auditorium is available on a first-come, first-served basis. There 
will be a reception in the cafeteria following the graduation. 
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Grade 6 

By: 

Sixth Grade Team 

Last week, all sixth graders successfully took to the stage 
for a production of, "Seeking Socrates." For three weeks 
prior, sixth graders worked with teachers from the Los 
Angeles based company, The Spirit Series, to rehearse 
and prepare for the play. Throughout the course of these 
three weeks, students contemplated the ideas of truth, 
virtue, conscience, and leadership. They explored the 
history of philosophy ancient Greece, and they put 
themselves in the shoes of Socrates and Plato, some of 
the greatest thinkers the world has ever known. The three 
week intensive program was a great challenge-from 
working together to memorizing cues, and from 
imagining a civilization of the past to gathering the 
courage to perform in front of an audience, sixth graders 
persevered and ultimately took great pride in their hard 
work. 
 
Speaking of spirit, our trip to Camp Becket was a huge 
success! From May 22-May 23, the sixth grade 
community took on a new set of challenges and 
adventure, as they navigated the wilderness of Western 
Massachusetts. This trip was another opportunity for 
students to test their limits, as they maneuvered through 
high ropes courses and hike up the wooded mountains. 
We enjoyed each other's company, and celebrated the 
fast approaching end of the 2013-2014 school year.  
 

Can you feel the SPIRIT? 

Please continue to support your sixth grader by 
checking in with them about homework and their 
classes. We have been doing a lot of work in school 
to prepare students for the transition to seventh 
grade, and see a strong end of our year together as 
the perfect beginning to seventh grade! 
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Grade 7 

By: 

The Seventh Grade Team 

An ongoing question in science class this year has been, 
“How can we ‘see’ what we can’t really see?” Students have 
been studying atoms and molecules, and how to “see” them 
using various methods, including syringes full of air and 
chemical indicators that change color.  Even though you 
can’t physically see miniscule molecules and atoms, the 
students have been exploring ways to prove that they are 
there.  
 
To augment this theme, seventh graders at Putnam Ave were 
recently visited by MIT PhD student, Anna DeRegt, a 
scientist Ms. Rose met during a workshop about bringing 
professional scientists into the classroom. Anna studies 
molecules called proteins and spoke to students about the life 
of a scientist, including designing experiments and balancing 
a life outside of her work. The students were excited to learn 
that, contrary to the popular “mad scientist” image, not all 
scientists are evil (as one student put it) and not all scientists 
are men. Students asked questions, and partook in an activity 
in which they compared the dissolving qualities of chocolate 
and gum when mixed together. Try it for yourself and see 
what happens! 
 
In other science news, room 214 now has four pet 
cockroaches that Ms. Rose won in a raffle. Students have 
enjoyed challenging themselves to hold the roaches, and 
learning about them has been coinciding nicely with our unit 
on energy and matter cycles, as roaches are decomposers that 
break down matter down into smaller parts.  
 
Students were assigned a project where they would write a 

7th Grade Science & Social Studies and Beyond 

book about how small family communities unite to build 
villages that in turn develop into towns and cities; thus, giving 
rise to the kingdoms and empires that have progressed and 
enhanced our lives today.  This was based on their Empires of 
West Africa unit. The book they created was designed to bring 
our own community together by focusing on reading it to the 
3rd graders downstairs at the Kennedy-Longfellow 
Elementary School.  Next week 5 groups of 7th graders will 
read their books to one lucky class of youngsters. 
 
The following are the students will share their creative history 
books: 
• Gilli Danenberg 
• Gage Demchak and Albert Liu 
• Zoe Smyth and Mohammed Shafim 
• Noore Elkatta and Sabrina Ahmed 
 
Congratulations to them and all the 7th graders and their 
demonstration of preseverance. 
 
The 7th grade team congratulates our Cambridge Public 
Library & The Cambridge Tree Project Poetry Contest 
Winners who won and were recognized on Wednesday, May 
21. Maya Parry (1st place), Mohammed Shafim (2nd place)  
and Maha Yaqoob (3rd place) did an awesome job with their 
poetic skills and selected topics. Our students were chosen 
from over 900 entries for this poetry contest! We encourage 
you all to continue being “The Best You, You Can Be! “ 
 



 

 

Putnam Avenue Upper School Issue 9 :: May 2014 

4 

  

Grade 8 

By: 

The Eighth Grade Team  

Combining the research requirement in social studies 
and the editorial requirement in ELA, during this 
trimester, students are engaged in an interdisciplinary 
unit to produce a research editorial in which they 
consider the questions, “What is a just society? How 
can individuals and groups make a difference in the 
world?” By producing an editorial--supported by 
research--on a topic or issue of interest to them that 
may also deal with issues of fairness in society, 8th 
graders are learning about how editorials can be used 
as a means to effect change.  
 
To conduct research, students are developing 
knowledge and understanding of how to access and use 
various electronic resources such as databases and 
easybib.com. Students are also learning about how to 
distinguish between credible and not credible sources. 
 
To produce their editorial, students will go through the 
writing process, as well as identify and apply various 
techniques (rhetorical questions, repetition, etc.), 
evidence (statistics, facts, testimonials, etc.), and 
appeals (pathos, logos, ethos) writers use to persuade. 
 
These are some thoughts students shared about this 
project, so far: 

 It is fun because I get to talk about a topic I 
like, but it’s also lot of work, especially in the 
research side.” --Josh Van Stry 

 “I enjoy this project because I get to talk 
about something that I have a strong opinion 
on.”  --Veronika Velkova 

Say What You Want to Say 

 “Overall, I think this is good, though I wish 
it was done earlier because of the timing 
with portfolio. Other than that, I’ve learned 
about knowing which sources to trust 
because we can only use the databases and 
what we learned with Ms. Chung.” --Jayla 
Vicente Blackmon 

 
Putnam Ave. students went to Harvard University for 
the Science Showcase on May 23rd. While there, they 
participated in sharing their understanding about their 
Design/Engineering Project that they did with 
BrushBots. Students presented twice to students from 
other upper schools in Cambridge and also listened as 
others presented to them. They also went on a tour 
called "From the Nanoscale to the Cosmos" in the 
Science Center. They were given lunch, a t-shirt and a 
book for their participation in the Harvard Science 
Showcase. 
 
For Fun Day in May we went to downtown Boston to 
see Theatre Espresso’s performance of “The Nine 
Who Dared,” in collaboration with our study of the 
Little Rock Nine. Following the performance at the 
John Adams Courthouse, we went to Historic Quincy 
Market for lunch. In order to participate,  students 
needed to have a 70% in three out of four core 
classes. Those who did not qualify hadthe opportunity 
to make up missing work and complete portfolio 
work. 
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Putnam Ave.  

School Council 
Putnam Ave.  

Family Association 

The Putnam Ave. Family Association will meet 
on the following dates this school year. 
 

 Wednesday, 6/11/14 
 
Meetings are held from 6:00pm to 7:30pm.  
These meetings are for school staff and families 
to collaborate on school improvements and plan 
community events. All families are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.  
 
If the date for any of these meetings is changed, 
an e-mail will go out to this list with the new 
date. 
 

The School Council of the Putnam Ave. Upper 
School will meet on the following dates this 
school year. 
 

 Thursday, 6/12/14 
 
Meetings are held from 6:00pm to 7:30pm.  
These meetings are for school staff and families 
to work together to plan for improvements for 
the school. All families are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. 
 
If the date for any of these meetings is changed, 
an e-mail will go out to this list with the new 
date. 

 

What’s Happening 
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A Time to Focus on the Future 

6/3 – Talent Show 

 

6/5 –Math Carnival 

 

6/6 – 7th Gr. New 

York Trip  

 

6/10 & 6/11 – 8th Gr. 

Cambridge Boat Club 

 

6/11– Putnam Ave. 

Family Association 

6:00-7:30pm 

 

6/12- School Council 

6:00-7:30pm 

 

6/18 – Gr. 8 Awards 

2:15pm 

 

6/19 – Early Release 

Day 12:00pm & 8th 

Gr. Graduation 

3:00pm 

 

6/23 – Last day of 

school 

 

Upcoming dates 

While the month of May seems to always fly, our advisors have been sure to take the 
time this month to help our students with their forward planning.  This has taken a 
couple of different forms ranging from summer planning to grade level transition 
planning.  Ensuring that students take advantage of all of the amazing opportunities 
offered in Cambridge this summer that will keep them active, engaged, and safe is no 
easy feat for students, parents, or staff.  Working together has proven to be successful 
in getting many of our students into the various programs offered. The city provides a 
guide each year to help with this.  If you or your student want to access that guide, 
along with additional resources, it can be found on the district website at 
http://www3.cpsd.us/Schools/summer_opportunities  

 
Getting ready for the next grade is always an exciting and anxiety producing time for 
all.  In order to reduce some of that angst, our teachers have worked to help students 
prepare for what will be expected as they transition to the next grade.  What will be the 
same?  What will be different?  How much homework will I get?   These, along with 
many other questions are typical for students to ask and can easily be answered.  In 
addition, building on or filling in those skills that students need as they transition is 
integral.  This has been a perfect time to teach, reteach, and model those skills.   
 
As June approaches, we will take the time, however busy, to reflect on the year, 
discuss what has worked, what hasn’t worked, and how successful we were with our 
individual goals.  While the last month of school is often a mad rush to get things 
done, we will continue to carve out the advisory time in order to do the important work 
of reflection.   
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 Six Flags, Friday, June 13th - All payments ($75) are due by Friday, May 
30th. 

 Cap & Gowns - $20 per student is due ASAP. Students must return all 
books (classroom and library) and have a $0 balance with food services in 
order to receive a cap and gown. 

 Dinner-Dance Cruise, Friday, June 20th - Final payment ($35) is due by 
Friday, May 23rd. There is still space for additional students to attend 
(total cost is $75).  

 Portfolio Presentations, June 2nd-6th - Individual days and times for 
presentations were given to students May 16th. 

 Awards Ceremony, Wednesday, June 18th at 2:15pm 
 
 

All payments can be submitted as cash or check, payable to PAUS 8th Grade Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important 8th Grade Reminders 
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